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Thank You For Coming!
Foster Homes Are Very Important

•The Shelter is not big enough to 
keep all the animals for weeks at a 
time.  

•Foster Homes provide individual 
care and socialization in a lower-
stress environment.

• You are our ambassadors to the 
community.
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This orientation will give you 
more about the foster program.

After the orientation, 
you can decide if this
is the right fit for you.

Orientation Overview 

•Chandra Mincher

•Education and Volunteer 
Coordinator

•Began volunteering
in Jan 2006

•Was hired in 
Dec 2006

About Me
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Animal Services
Intergovernmental since 1977

•Cities of Lacey, Olympia, Tumwater 
and unincorporated Thurston County 
contract with us

We cover strays for each jurisdiction

Each jurisdiction contracts for 
different Animal Control responses

Dogs need to be licensed in each of  
the jurisdictions and cats in city limits

Animals Entering
the Shelter

• From the “field”
• From the public finding them and 
bringing them in
• Owner surrenders
• Owners allegedly in violation of  
law

How We Acquire our Animals:
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Animal Entering 
the Shelter

In 2018
• Over 5,000 animals came through the shelter

Each week, that breaks down to:
• 8 wildlife are brought in by the public or by animal 
control officers;

• 49 strays are brought in by the public or by animal 
control officers;

• 41 pets are brought to the shelter by their owners;

• 48 pets are adopted or transferred; and

• 19 pets are returned to their owner.

What’s In A Name
Animal Shelter, Humane Society, SPCA, 
Rescue

• Anyone can call themselves anything 
they want

• There are no regulations or rules as to 
what each one means

• In our region, the different shelters 
are not connected
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Fostering
• We have three email lists

• Canines, Felines, and Everything Else

• When we have an animal who needs 
fostering, we send an email to that list

• If  it’s not the right animal for you to foster, just 
delete the email.
•If  you want to foster, then sign up for the 
animal and reply to the email letting us know 
what supplies you need and when you are 
picking up the foster(s).

• Bottle babies should be picked up that day, 
all other fosters by the end of  the next day.

Animals We Foster
• Underage kittens and puppies not yet ready 
for adoption

• Weaned vs Not-Weaned 

• Mama cats and dogs with a litter

• Dogs and cats needing behavior work

• Animals needing medical recovery

• Animals who need a break or we’re full

• Other species
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Terms of Fostering

The official foster parent has to be an 
adult (18+ years old) and reside in 

our jurisdiction.  

All foster homes sign an agreement 
listing the following conditions:

Terms of Fostering
An Animal Services representative will 
physically inspect the home where the 
animals are to be fostered.

That these animals are the property of 
Animal Services and I agree to 
surrender them to shelter staff at any 
time when asked to do so.
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Terms of Fostering
To strengthen 

the bond 
between my 
foster(s) and 

humans, I 
will do my 

best to follow 
the Humane 
Hierarchy.

I will not yell or hit my foster(s) and I will 
not use aversives such as choke/chain, 

prong/pinch, or shock collars.  

Terms of Fostering
That the Shelter will provide bedding, crate, litter 
pan, food dishes, or medication (if necessary) for 
the foster(s) for the duration of their stay.  An initial 
supply of donated food or litter is available if 
needed.  The Shelter may be able to continue to 
supply food and litter if the resources are 
available.

I may incur incidental expenses while the foster(s) 
are in my care (food, toys, litter, etc.).  I agree to 
cover these needs/costs for the animals I am 
fostering.  I cannot be reimbursed for the items I 
purchase for my foster(s).
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Terms of Fostering
To provide a separate room away from all other 
animals.  I understand that mother animals are very 
protective of their young and can strike out at other 
animals.  I understand they need a low-stress 
environment, free from extreme heat or cold.

To lower the risk to your own pets, it is advisable to 
keep your foster(s) separated from your personal pets.  
If you have concerns about passing a disease from a 
foster to your own animals, please talk to your vet to 
make sure your pets are up to date on any vaccines 
recommended before you bring your foster home.  
Animal Services cannot provide medical care or 
funding for your personal animals.

Terms of Fostering
If you foster the same species for another 
organization/person at the same time, please 
let us know before they are in your home.

To bring the foster(s) to the shelter for 
periodic health checks, or to arrange for 
shelter staff to visit the foster(s) in my home, 
to ensure proper weight gain and overall 
health.  I agree to maintain close contact with 
shelter staff while the foster(s) are under my 
care.
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Terms of Fostering
That liability for damage, illness, or injury 
that may occur to my home, occupants, or 
premises because of the foster(s), is my 
responsibility.  I understand that I am not 
liable for illness or injury to the foster(s) 
unless caused by my neglect.

That the foster(s) are to remain in my care 
for the duration of their stay.  They may 
not be “loaned” to potential adopters or 
anyone else.  

Terms of Fostering
To notify shelter staff immediately, if the 
foster(s) are injured or become ill while in 
my care.  All veterinary treatment must 
be pre-arranged through the Shelter.  
Animal Services cannot pay for vet bills 
that are not cleared in advance by us or 
that are out of our jurisdiction. I agree to 
accept the shelter staff's decision 
regarding treatment or further care of the 
foster(s).
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Terms of Fostering
Dogs must be leashed when outside 
unless they are in a securely fenced 
yard and cannot go to dog parks.  Cats 
are required to stay indoors. For other 
species, ask the Volunteer Coordinator.

To return the foster(s) to the Shelter at 
a predetermined time, so they may be 
placed for adoption.

What Type of Space?
• A spare bedroom

• Bathroom

• Laundry room

• Space in a temperature-
controlled garage (secure 
from toxins) will do.
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Time Commitment?

• Fostering can last from as little 
as 1 week to as many as a 
couple months

• 3-4 weeks is average 

Will It Cost?
• The Shelter will provide bedding, crate, litter pan, 

food dishes, or medication (if necessary) for the 
animals for the duration of their stay.

• An initial supply of food and/or litter is available, if 
needed.

• The Shelter may be able to continue to supply 
food and litter if the resources are available.

• You cover incidental expenses while the animals are 
in your care (food, toys, litter, etc.).

• The amount will depend on the animals you 
foster and the amount of time they spend in 
your care.
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What If They Get Sick?
• Should one of your fostered animals get injured 

or become sick, please notify the Shelter 
immediately.  

• All veterinary treatment must be pre-arranged 
through the Shelter.  Animal Services cannot 
pay for vet bills that are not cleared in advance 
by us or that are out of our jurisdiction. 

• Once you are a foster home, you will have 
access to the foster manual with the 
emergency contact information.

Can My Pets Get Sick?
• Unfortunately, the answer is yes.

• The animals we send out for fostering are almost all 
strays with unknown health histories.

• Depending on their age & health, 
they may have received vaccines 
at the Shelter, but it takes a while 
for the vaccines to kick in.

• To lower the risk to your own pets,
it is advisable to keep your foster
animals separated from your 
personal pets and talk to your vet 
about your pets’ vaccinations.
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Fostering Can Be Highly Rewarding…

…and a lot of fun. There are times however, that it 
can be heartbreaking.

No matter how hard we try, the entire litter may 
come down with an illness. Sadly, we may not be 
able to pull them through.

Other animals may develop behavior issues which 
make them un-adoptable and may have to be 
euthanized.

It is never easy to prepare yourself for these 
situations; however, you need to be aware and be 
able to concede to the decisions of shelter staff. 

Fostering Can Be Highly Rewarding…

• We try to notify foster homes if behavioral or 
medical problems arise with their fosters after 
returning to the Shelter.  

• There are some emergency situations that 
prevent us from notifying a foster home, but 
we do in most cases.

• Each foster home chooses if they want to be 
notified. Selecting that you want to be notified 
doesn’t commit you to taking back a foster, it just 
gives you the option of taking him/her back.
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Notification Options
Option #1:

•“I want to be notified if an animal I’ve fostered has a 
medical issue that prevents it from being placed for 
adoption.  I will have the option of fostering or adopting 
the animal.”  

•Most medical issues are fixable, but require time 
back in your home while the issue resolves. 

• Some medical issues are chronic, possibly 
brought on by the stress of being in the Shelter 
(like URI). Foster animals with a chronic medical 
issue would be returned to your foster care for a 
“remote adoption”.  

Notification Options
Option #2:

•“I want to be notified if an animal I’ve fostered has a 
behavioral issue that prevents it from being placed for 
adoption.  I will have the option of fostering or adopting 
the animal.”  

•Some of these animals may be fine in your home, 
but not in the shelter environment. These animals 
would be returned to your foster care for a “remote 
adoption”.  

•Other animals have behavioral issues that prevent 
us from adopting them to the general public and 
your option would be to adopt the animal yourself.
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Notification Options

Option #3 

“I want to be notified if an animal I’ve fostered has a 
behavioral or medical issue that prevents it from being 
placed for adoption.  I will have the option of fostering 
or adopting the animal.”  

Option #4 

“I do not want to be notified if an animal I’ve fostered 
has a medical or behavioral issue that prevents it from 
being placed for adoption.  I will leave the decision to 
Animal Services Staff.”

Fostering Handouts 
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Application

Application
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Contact Information
Chandra Mincher 

(Foster Coordinator)

360-352-2510, ext. 1009

foster@JointAnimalServices.org

www.JointAnimalServices.org/
volunteer-resources-signups/


