Foster Home Orientation October 2020

Thank You For Coming!
Foster Homes Are Very Important

*The Shelter is not big enough to
keep all the animals for weeks at a
time.

*Foster Homes provide individual
“care and socialization in a lower-
stress environment.

* You are our ambassadors to the
community. £
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Orientation Overview

This orientation will give you
more about the foster program.

After the orientation,

you can decide if this
is the right fit for you. v

ANIMAL SLRV[( ES

About Me

e Chandra Mincher

e Education and Volunteer
Coordinator

e Began volunteering !
In Jan 2006

e\Was hired in
Dec 2006
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Animal Services

Intergovernmehtal since 1977

«Cities of Lacey, Olympia, Tumwater
and unincorporated Thurston County
contract with us

We cover strays for each jurisdiction

Each jurisdiction contracts for
different Animal Control responses

Dogs need to be licensed in each of
the jurisdictions and cats in city limits

Anlmals Enterlng
the Shelter

How We Acquire our Animals:

* From the “field”

* From the public finding them and
bringing them in

e Owner surrenders

 Owners allegedly in violation of
law :

October 2020
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Animal Entering

the Shelter

In 2018
* Over 5,000 animals came through the shelter

Each week, that breaks down to:

« 8 wildlife are-brought in by the public or by animal
control officers;

* 49 strays are brought in by the public or by animal
control officers;

* 41 pets are brought to the shelter by their owners;

* 48 pets are adopted or transferred; and
* 19 pets are returned to their owner.

What's In A Name

Animal Shelter, Humane Society, SPCA,
Rescue
 Anyone can call themselves anything
they want
» There are no regulations or rules as to
.what each one means
e Inour region, the different shelters -
are not connected

v&’
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ANIMAL SERVICES
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Fostering

e We have three email lists
» Canines, Felines, and Everything Else

* When we have an animal who needs
fostering, we send an email to that list
* If it’s not the right animal for you to foster, just
delete the email.

|f you want to foster, then sign up for the _
animal and reply to the email letting us know
what supplies you need and when you are
picking up the foster(s).
» Bottle babies should be picked up that day,
all other fosters by the end of the next day.

Animals We Foster

« Underage kittens and puppies not yet ready

for adoption
e Weaned vs Not-Weaned

e Mama cats and dogs with a litter

e Dogs and cats needing behavior work
'« Animals needing medical recovery

- Animals who need a break or we're full

e Other species
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Terms of Fostering

The official foster parent has to be an
adult (18+ years old) and reside in
our jurisdiction.

All foster homes sign an agreement
listing the following conditions:

Terms of Fostering

An Animal Services representative will
physically inspect the home where the
animals are to be fostered.

That these animals are the property of
Animal Services and | agree to
surrender them to shelter staff at any
time when asked to do so.
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Terms of Fostering

To strengthen ¢ 1 ER TR
thebond | af] St
between my -
foster(s) and
humans, |
willdo my = il
best to follow | Iy | e
the Humane

H IerarChy : e e e i = Wellness: Nutritional, Physical
DECEDE| 2015 Friedman
= 5 . .
I will not yell or hit my foster(s) and | will
not use aversives such as choke/chain,
prong/pinch, or shock collars.

Differential Reinforcement
of Alternative Behaviors

Positive
Reinforcement

_________________

- Terms of Fostering
That the Shelter will provide bedding, crate, litter

pan, food dishes, or medication (if necessary) for
the foster(s) for the duration of their stay. An initial
supply of donated food or litter is available if
needed. The Shelter may be able to continue to
supply food and litter if the resources are
available.

| may incur incidental expenses while the foster(s)
are in my care (food, toys, litter, etc.). | agree to
cover these needs/costs for the animals | am
fostering. | cannot be reimbursed for the items |
purchase for my foster(s).
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Terms of Fostering

To provide a separate room away from all other
animals. | understand that mother animals are very
protective of their young and can strike out at other
animals. | understand they need a low-stress
environment, free from extreme heat or cold.

To lower the risk to your own pets, it is advisable to .
keep your foster(s) separated from your personal pets.
If you have concerns about passing a disease from a
foster to your own animals, please talk to your vet to
make sure your pets are up to date on any vaccines
recommended before you bring your foster home.
Animal Services cannot provide medical care or
funding for your personal animals.

Terms of Fostering

If you foster the same species for another
organization/person at the same time, please
let us know before they are in your home.

To bring the foster(s) to the shelter for
periodic health checks, or to arrange for
shelter staff to visit the foster(s) in my home,
to ensure proper weight gain and overall
health. | agree to maintain close contact with
shelter staff while the foster(s) are under my
care.
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Terms of Fostering

That liability for damage, illness, or injury
that may occur to my home, occupants, or
premises because of the foster(s), is my
responsibility. | understand that | am not
liable for illness or injury to the foster(s)
unless caused by my neglect.

That the foster(s) are to remain in my care
for the duration of their stay. They may
not be “loaned” to potential adopters or
anyone else.

Terms of Fostering

To notify shelter staff immediately, if the
foster(s) are injured or become ill while in
my care. All veterinary treatment must
be pre-arranged through the Shelter.
Animal Services cannot pay for vet bills
that are not cleared in advance by us or
that are out of our jurisdiction. | agree to
accept the shelter staff's decision
regarding treatment or further care of the
foster(s).
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Terms of Fostering

Dogs must be leashed when outside
unless they are in a securely fenced
yard and cannot go to dog parks. Cats
are required to stay indoors. For other
species, ask the Volunteer Coordinator. |

To return the foster(s) to the Shelter at
a predetermined time, so they may be
placed for adoption.

What Type of Space?

e A spare bedroom
e Bathroom
e Laundry room

e Space in a temperature-
controlled garage (secure
from toxins) will do.

10
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Time Commitment?

* Fostering can last from as little
as 1 week to as many as a
couple months

« 3-4 weeks Is average

Will It Cost?

e The Shelter will provide bedding, crate, litter pan,
food dishes, or medication (if necessary) for the
animals for the duration of their stay.

* An initial supply of food and/or litter is available, if
needed.

» The Shelter may be able to continue to supply |
food and litter if the resources are available.

* You cover incidental expenses while the animals are
in your care (food, toys, litter, etc.).

» The amount will depend on the animals you
foster and the amount of time they spend in
your care.

11
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What If They Get Sick?

» Should one of your fostered animals get injured
or become sick, please notify the Shelter
immediately.

» All veterinary treatment must be pre-arranged
through the Shelter. Animal Services cannot
pay for vet bills that are not cleared in advance
by us or that are out of our jurisdiction. '

* Once you are a foster home, you will have
access to the foster manual with the
emergency contact information.

Can My Pets Get Sick?

» Unfortunately, the answer is yes.

» The animals we send out for fostering are almost all
strays with unknown health histories.

« Depending on their age & health, WEAIETIRITNIT
they may have received vaccines = 2\

at the Shelter, but it takes a while
for the vaccines to kick in.

* To lower the risk to your own pets,
it is advisable to keep your foster §
animals separated from your
personal pets and talk to your vet
about your pets’ vaccinations. Not want wut u got

12
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Fostering Can Be Highly Rewarding...

...and a lot of fun. There are times however, that it
can be heartbreaking.

No matter how hard we try, the entire litter may
come down with an illness. Sadly, we may not be
able to pull them through.

Other animals may develop behavior issues which
make them un-adoptable and may have to be
euthanized.

It is never easy to prepare yourself for these
situations; however, you need to be aware and be
able to concede to the decisions of shelter staff.

Fostering Can Be Highly Rewarding...

» We try to notify foster homes if behavioral or
medical problems arise with their fosters after
returning to the Shelter.

» There are some emergency situations that
prevent us from notifying a foster home, but
we do in most cases.

» Each foster home chooses if they want to be
notified. Selecting that you want to be notified
doesn’t commit you to taking back a foster, it just
gives you the option of taking him/her back.

13
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Notification Options

Option #1:

*“| want to be notified if an animal I've fostered has a
medical issue that prevents it from being placed for
adoption. | will have the option of fostering or adopting
the animal.”

*Most medical issues are fixable, but require time
back in your home while the issue resolves.

» Some medical issues are chronic, possibly
brought on by the stress of being in the Shelter
(like URI). Foster animals with a chronic medical
issue would be returned to your foster care for a
“remote adoption”.

Notification Options

Option #2:

*“| want to be notified if an animal I've fostered has a
behavioral issue that prevents it from being placed for
adoption. | will have the option of fostering or adopting
the animal.”

*Some of these animals may be fine in your home,
but not in the shelter environment. These animals
would be returned to your foster care for a “remote
adoption”.

*Other animals have behavioral issues that prevent
us from adopting them to the general public and
your option would be to adopt the animal yourself.

October 2020
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Notification Options

Option #3

“l want to be notified if an animal I've fostered has a
behavioral or medical issue that prevents it from being
placed for adoption. | will have the option of fostering
or adopting the animal.”

Option #4

“l do not want to be notified if an animal I've fostered
has a medical or behavioral issue that prevents it from
being placed for adoption. | will leave the decision to
Animal Services Staff.”

Fostering Handouts
&

yOIUNIEERIRESotrtesE

1GNP
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l \ I I t 1
E CITY OF LACEY Application for Volunteer Services
I Foster Home Application =
Name *
ANIMAL SERVICES (=]
Fmhame  Lamvame
Resize Text
[Phone Number * Type *
Cea Home
Thank you 30 much for your interest in fostering for Animal Services, We look farmard 1o Paone Mumber ok
Otner
i you on out tearn!
All portic f the apphcation and background check pages need to be completed About 1-2
weeks abler you submit your application, | will get the results of your background check and Phone Numbser Type
11l then send you an emsil ta let you knaw that your clearance came freough Then, one of the o Home
faster mentors will emall you fo schedhde your hame visi Pk
drma Code Erane fiumts ek Cthey
Please add Zpant g, ghand I 209, and
fostonEicintanemalsenaces 00 10 your safe email 1is1 50 you make surt you rective my
emails. Emall *
Lt me knaw if you have questions: vl i imalseryvios 0rg or 352251 ?
My standard schedube |5 86 Tue-Fri. On Saturdays. | am efther off, at an event, of working the
Front desk
Sincerely, Address *
Chandra Mincher
Education snd Volumeer Cograinstoe ddae
4
% Mt by sy o Avere Berrons the O o i f Pl
T e o fowrd
Pomsl / Tip Cooe

number you can call if you Choose 10 femove your name and acdres:

o the bsts these
Date: * affers are based on. You may opt-0ut with the natioriwide credit bureaus at 1-858-5-0FTOUT (1-
ERE-56T-B68E)
DSB2020 o
2 oae ‘Yoo miay seek damages from violators: 1f 8 consumer reporting agency. or in some cases a
- wser of consumer reporns or & furnisher of 8 CONSUMEr N ¥ violates

the FGRA, you may be abile 1o sue in state or federal court

Please verify that you are human * ety theficims e active duty ity personnelhave sddtonslights For more
inflormiation, visit www He.gov

7 et a rebet ‘.IJH. iy enforoe the
- e
TYPE OF BUSINESS an INTACTS
Consumes reporting sgencies, creditons and others not below: Federal Trade Commission:
Consumer Response Center - FCRA, Washington, DC 20580 1-87-382-4357
Thank you! Matinal Banks, f of f ks (word Naticnal” of inftials "NA"
Ve you click 0 the "Review Answers” Button, you wil be 1ken 19 8 561660 16 review what wptar i o after bank's name): un':coi the Comptroller of the Cumrency, Compliance

Management, Mail Stop &+, Washington, DC 20219 8006136743
you've witten. Once done, please scroll TO THE VERY BOTTOM where youll see 3 opfions p ingan

Federal Restrve sticm member banks (excet national banis, and federal branches nncn:lc..
« Back i you need 16 return 1o this foem to change & response

v Help (FRCH), PO Box 1200,
« Brint if you would liue 10 print & persinal copy of your sppiication 0, Websile Address:
= Submit %0 send the completed form i gy, Emall Address: ConsumertielaiRE A

Savings associations and federally chanered savings banks (word Federal” o intlals ‘58
Aitution’s name): Cffice of Theift Supervison Consumer Complaints,
52 8008424029

Washingion, DC

Federal credit unions (weeds ‘Fedenl Credt Unien” appedr in institution's name): Naticnal Credit

- Union Administration, 1775 Duke Street, Altcandnia, VA 22314 703-519-4500

State-chartered banks that are not members of the Federal Reser System:
Federal Depost Insurance Comporation, Condumer Response Center, 2245 Grand Avenue, Sute
100, Kansas City, Missounl 54109-2638 16772753342

ail common carriens regul
pmigsion: Departm
, washinglon, DC 20890 2023681308

i, surface, o
Commirce C
Mg,

NOTHING TO SIGN FROM THIS PAGE ON - KEEP FOR YOUR
RECORDS

Acthties subject 10 the ind Stocky

rtiruent of Agricullure

City of Lacey. Washinglon Pri-advarse Action Disclasure - Candidate's Copy Batkground ’
Check

e _ _ _

The City of Lacey (COL) and fts designated agerts and reprassntatives may request of youto
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Joint Animal

UL 41 0
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Contact Information
Chandra Mincher

(Foster Coordinator)
360-352-2510, ext. 1009

foster@JointAnimalServices.orq -

www.JointAnimalServices.org/
volunteer-resources-signups/
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